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Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, April 8 
 8:00 p.m. St. John’s Parish Family 
   
Sunday, April 9  
 8:15 a.m. St. John’s Parish Family 
 
Sunday, April 9  
 10:30 a.m. St. John’s Parish Family 
 
Monday, April 10      NO MASS 
 
  
Tuesday, April 11 
 9:00 a.m. Charles Schaeffer 
  (Maria Schaeffer) 
   
Wednesday, April 12 
 9:00 a.m. Kriston & Grapsy Family 
  (Joan Grapsy Family) 
 
Thursday, April 13 
 9:00 a.m. St. John’s Parish Family
  

Friday, April 14  
 9:00 a.m. Brian Eckley  
  (living Intention) 
  (Mucka & Williams Family) 
  
  
Saturday, April 15 
 5:00 p.m. M/M William Bercher 
  (Scott Williams) 
   
Sunday, April 16  
 8:15 a.m. William Haley 
  (Sons & Daughters) 
 
Sunday, April 16  
 10:30 a.m. John D. Dalton Sr. 
                                (Hoy & Dalton Family) 

Message from Father Bobbin 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Easter is not merely a day or a season when we celebrate something that hap-
pened in the past. If Jesus has risen, He is as alive today as He was during His 
brief historical life. He is present to us, not in a physical body, but in the Eu-
charist and the other sacraments, in prayer, in the words of Scripture, and in 
His mystical Body, the Church. He has proven that death is not final and evil 
will never have the final say. 
 
Easter is not merely a day or season on the calendar. It is something we live. 
To be Christian means to live in a “state of Easter” all the time. We live in a 
relationship with the risen Jesus just like any other relationship with family 
members and friends. We approach life with the certainty that all forms of evil 
will be conquered and that all human suffering, even death itself, is temporary 
and will seem like nothing compared to the future that awaits us. 
 
This is not fantasy or wishful thinking. This is the reality that comes from the 
historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Happy Easter! 
 

Fr. Bobbin 

Pray 
We remember in prayer those who are ill or recently deceased.  We 
commend to our Divine Lord all of our aged people and those residing 
in nursing homes. 

For our Sick   
Sheri Post ●  Robert Kline  ● Tom Jefferson ● Elaine Grapsy  
Chuck Majestic  ● Tony Kochol 

For our Deceased   

Elaine Grapsy  

Next Week’s Readings 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

(April 15/16) 
Reading I:  Acts of the Apostles 

Reading II: 1 Peter 1:3-9 
Gospel:  John 20:19-31 

Eucharistic Adoration 
A holy hour in the chapel every Monday evening (unless announced other-
wise) from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.  This will be a simple holy 
hour without any formal prayer or Benediction. It is not necessary to come for 
the entire hour. Just stop by as you desire. 

Thank You 
Our new Paschal Candle in the church sanctuary was donated …  

In Memory of Edward Smith  
by wife Dolores Smith, Children & Grandchildren 

  



(570) 622-5470  3 

Weekly Collections 
April 1/2 ......................... $5,247.65 
 
Thank you for your sacrificial giving 
by dropping envelopes at the 
rectory, by mail and online giving. 
 

Please do not use tape or staples  
to seal your offertory envelopes 

 

Candles 
BVM 
1.&2. IMO Josephine Brozana 
by Don & Joanne Doyne 
                                               
St. Joseph 
1. IMO Josephine Brozana 
by Don & Joanne Doyne 
2. IMO M/M Richard H. Weiss 
by Becky Weiss 
 
Sanctuary 
IMO Charlie Schaeffer 
by Maria Schaeffer
 
Guardian Angels 
1. IMO Josephine Cavanaugh 
by Hahner Family 
2. IMO Joan Costello 
by Becky Weiss 
3. IMO M/M Richard H. Weiss 
by Becky Weiss 
4. IMO Marjorie Angelo 
by Frank Angelo 

 

Liturgical Min. Schedule 
April 15 —5:00 p.m.  
Reader:  Janet Daubert 
Euch.Min.: Hermine Murphy 
Server:  Ethan Grabowski 
Cantor:  Joanne Matina 
 
April 16 — 8:15 a.m.  
Reader:  Jeff Naffin 
Euch.Min.:  George Forney 
Servers: Maggie & Rhyan Brennan 
Cantor: Amy Joyce 
 
April 16 — 10:30 a.m.  
Reader:  Michelle Ambrose 
Euch.Min.:  John Matulevich 
Server:  Michael, Spencer, Vincent 
                Prestileo 
Cantor:  Dave Derbes 
  

Upcoming Calendar 
April 
 13 6:30 p.m. Scripture Study .......................................................... L.H. 
 13 7:30 P.M. Summer Festival Mtg ................................................. L.H. 
 16 8:00 a.m. First Communion Class .............................................. L.H. 
 16 10:30 a.m. Little Children’s Sunday School .................................. L.H. 
 18 12-9:30 pm Dine Out at DiMaio’s ..................................... Orwigsburg 
 19 7:00 p.m. Catholic Women’s Union Mtg. .................................. L.H. 
 20 6:30 p.m. Scripture Study .......................................................... L.H. 
 23 9:00 a.m. CCD Community Mtg. ........................................... Church 
 24 12:30 p.m. Confirmation Rehearsal ........................................ Church 
 26 7:00 p.m. Lenten Dinners Wrap Up Mtg.................................... L.H. 
 27 4:30 p.m. Confirmation ......................................................... Church 
 29 9 am-noon Yard Sale Drop Off ..................................................... R.B. 
 30 8:00 a.m. First Communion Class .............................................. L.H. 
 30 2:00 p.m. Paint & Sip ................................................................. L.H. 
   
L.H. = Longinus Hall   F.R. = Rectory Fellowship Room    R.B. = Russell Building 

Fr. Bobbin's Scripture Study: will be offered Thursday evenings 6:30-7:30 on April 13, 20, 
May 11, 18, 25. Join us in person in Longinus Hall or at home on Zoom (*Please email 
Father for the Zoom link: kbobbin@allentowndiocese.org). Fr. Bobbin's Scrip-
ture study attempts to give an overview and background for the books of Sacred Scripture 
to be of help with personal reading and study, Bible study groups, and getting more out of 
hearing the Word proclaimed at Mass. All are welcome. If Nativity BVM High School is 
closed or dismisses early for winter weather, we will not meet. When in doubt, call the 
rectory to check for a cancellation message.  

Confirmation Prayer Sponsors 
Our 8th graders are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation 
on Thursday, April 27th at 4:30 p.m. here at St. John’s. Please consider 
supporting this important decision by praying for one or more of our 
candidates. Cards containing their names can be found in the basket on 
the table in the back of church. Please take one, and during this time of 
preparation, pray for this student in a special way and write notes of encouragement. Our 
parish will be double blessed. 

St. Monica Ministry Holy Hour 
Are you heartbroken because members of your family have left the Church? Join the St. 
Monica Ministry in petitioning Our Lord to draw back into the fold our loved ones who 
have strayed, and to give strength and wisdom to those who await their return. 
Together we will offer our prayers at a Holy Hour taking place at St. Theresa Parish, 
Hellertown on Wednesday, April 12 at 6:00pm. Displayed for prayer and veneration will 
be a new icon of St. Monica, created especially for the ministry by Msgr. Robert Kozel. All 
are warmly invited to join us as we come together in prayer before the Blessed Sacra-
ment, asking Our Lord's mercy and invoking the powerful intercession of St. Monica for 
our fallen-away loved ones. Fellowship in the Parish Center will follow the Holy Hour. 
Registration is not required.  

mailto:kbobbin@allentowndiocese.org
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Cemetery News ... 
After a long winter the grass is starting to grow and the flowers are trying to bloom, which means maintenance at 
St John’s cemetery #2 will be happening once again.  Now is the time to plan for the upcoming year.  If any pa-
rishioner has any ideas, complaints, or compliments for the cemetery please contact the rectory with the infor-
mation.  It will then be passed onto the cemetery committee for consideration in the upcoming months.  Practi-
cally everyone at St. John’s Parish either has, or knows someone whose final resting place is in our cemetery, and 
it is up to us to make sure the grounds are the best they can be. 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed in church from 1:00-3:00, concluding with the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Benediction at 3:00. 
Father will also be available for Confessions 1:00-2:00. Join us for any part of the afternoon to celebrate God's mercy and pray for the 
needs of the Church and the world.  

Easter 
The Paschal mystery— Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again — reminds us that we are called to live a new life in Christ 
this Easter season. As a family we too can embrace the Paschal mystery — by dying and rising to new life in loving our neighbor — the 
ones we live with. Have a joy filled Easter with your family! 
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Summer Festival Pot Luck Stand 
We are seeking new or unopened items suitable for prizes for the Pot Luck Stand at this year’s Summer Festival. 
We need both child and adult prizes. Bins will be available in the back of church for donations. For questions or 
more information, please contact Maureen Derbes 570-691-6098.  Thank you in advance for your generosity 
and support. 

Paint ‘n Sip 
Enjoy a Sunday afternoon in Longinus Hall for our Paint ‘n Sip get together on Sunday, April 30th at 2:00 p.m.   Artist 
Kimberly Searle will guide us step by step. We will have all equipment necessary so that you can paint a lovely project 
plus light snacks and drinks available. Everyone is invited to bring their favorite snacks for sharing. BYOB! Sign-up 
sheets will be available in the back of church. Cost  is $40.00 per person. All sign-ups with fee included should be re-
turned to the rectory by Wednesday, April 19 so that needed planning can be done. For more information please call 
the rectory 570-622-5470 ext. 3. 

Dine-Out Event 
Tuesday, April 18th at DiMaio’s Mustard Seed Restaurant, on the Square in Orwigsburg from 12 Noon until 9:30 
p.m.  10% of all dine-in and take-out proceeds will benefit St. John’s Parish, specifically our Building Restora-
tions and Repairs projects.  
DiMaio’s is a BYOB restaurant and reservations are accepted (570-366-3601). Check out the menu at 
www.dimaiomustardseed.com. We will also be conducting a Bake Sale during the Dine-Out event along with 
ticket sales for our raffle basket. Treat yourself to lunch or dinner and help support our fundraiser! Tell your 
friends and neighbors about the event!. 
 
 

Baked Goods 
Calling all Bakers for Donations … looking for Baked Goods to sell on Tuesday, April 18th at DiMaio’s.  If you’re willing to bake for the 
Dine-Out Event, it would be greatly appreciated!  There will be sign-up sheets at the rear of the church, or contact Patty O’Neill at 570-
573-2406 or via email  pgoneill04@verizon.net .   Baked goods can be dropped off at the Russell Building on Monday, April 17th from 
2pm until 5:15pm, on Tuesday, April 18th from 9am to 10:30am, or directly at DiMaio’s when you stop by for lunch, dinner or take-
out.    All types of baked goods would be appreciated, even candy!  (Note:  please mark if dessert contains any type of nuts).  

April 22nd Event  
Calling all parishioners who love St. John’s hospitality and/or Yuengling Lager!  
 

Did you know that St. John’s is right on the race route for the annual Yuengling Lager Jogger 5k race? This year’s race will take place 
Saturday, April 22nd, starting at 9 am. Our parish family would like to extend a warm welcome to the thousands of individuals who 
pass our doors at this event.  
 

You can get involved in the following ways:  Donate small (3-5 oz) cups / Donate gallons of water /Donate your time by either … Mak-
ing fun, encouraging signs with your family, or even better … show up at our parish steps on Mahantongo Street on 4/22 with your 
signs, bells and whistles to cheer for participants and hand out waters.  
 

Please consider coming out for some parish fellowship and showing our community some St. John’s hospitality! On the day of event, 
please arrive to the parish parking lot between 8 and 8:30 am due to road closures.  
 

Call the rectory to sign up or donate. Thank you!  

Summer Festival Meeting ... 
There will be a Summer Festival Meeting April 13 at 7:30 p.m. in Longinus Hall. Please join us!! We would love 
more ideas and input! Also if there is  anyone on the kitchen committee who may be available to join us, it would 
be a great help as well!! Thank you to all who have continued their dedication to the festival and helping once 
again.  We so appreciate it! 

mailto:pgoneill04@verizon.net
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Assumption BVM School News ... 
Full-time First Grade Teacher, full or part-time maintenance person and substitute teach-
ers for the 2022-2023 school year.  Please send application, resume, certification and clearanc-
es to Assumption BVM School to the attention of Mrs. Teresa Keating, 112 South 7th Street, 
Pottsville, PA  17901 or call 570-622-0106 for more information.  

Assumption BVM School Events …. 
Trout Rodeo 
Saturday, April 22nd from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. at S & A Trout Pond in Orwigsburg. Cost is $15.00; 
prizes for tagged fish! 
 

Cash & Gift Card Bingo 
Sunday, April 30th at Hillcrest Hall in Minersville. Doors open 11 a.m.; Bingo begins 1 p.m. Ad-
vance Tickets $35.00; at the door $40.00. Only 300 tickets available. Admission Ticket includes 
20 Regular games, 3 Special games, $1,000 Jackpot game. Tickets can be purchased from any 
ABVM student, at the school, or at the door. Delicious food available plus 50/50. Everyone is 
required to purchase a ticket to enter … must be 18 or older to claim prizes. Anyone under 18 
must be accompanied by an adult. For more information, please call 570-622-0106 or email 
tmengel@assumptionbvmschool.net 
 

Taylor Swift Concert 
Take your chance at winning TWO tickets to see TAYLOR SWIFT — the Eras Tour Concert! 
Friday, May 12th at 6:30 p.m. at Lincoln Financial Field, Philadelphia. Floor level seating. Only 
750 tickets available. Drawing Date is May 5th. 
To request chances, please email: tmengel@assumptionbvm school.net. Please include the 
number of chances  you are requesting and a mailing address.  

Prayer for Vocations 
Heavenly Father, Lord of the 
harvest, call forth vocations to 
the priesthood and consecrated 
life from our diocese and our 
families. Inspire men to imitate 
Christ, the Eternal High Priest, in 
sacrificial service to your 
Church. Move the hearts of 
men and women to offer them-
selves wholly to You in poverty, 
chastity and obedience. Send 
them as laborers for Your har-
vest. Inspire the faithful to sup-
port them with prayers and 
sacrifice. Raise up holy families 
who foster openness to your 
call. We ask this through Christ 
Our Lord.  Amen  

 

Welcome Visitors 
Thank you for worshiping with 
us today. If you are visiting our 
beautiful church, please know 
you are most welcome!  
 

If you have questions or are 
interested in joining our parish 
family, please call the rectory  
570-622-5470. 

 

Rice Bowl 
Happy Easter! 
Our CRS Rice Bowl journey has 
ended but our prayers, fasting 
and almsgiving continue as we 
seek a closer relationship with 
God and our global family. Let 
us hold in our hearts our sisters 
and brothers in Honduras, the 
Phillippines and Kenya and com-
mit to share our Easter joy with 
people in our local community 
and around the world. Don’t 
forget to turn in your CRS Rice 
Bowls or donate online at crs-
ricebowl.org/donate. 
 

Flowers at the Grotto 
When placing flowers at our 
Grotto — please use either plas-
tic or metal vases. Glass vases 
are too easily broken. Thank 
you. 

Yard Sale / Curiosity Shop                                        — May 19 / 20 — 
Look around your home for any items you wish to donate 
to our next Yard Sale. You’d be surprised what you might 
find .  Here are some suggestions: 
 

Decorations for Fall, Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
Puzzles, Knick Knacks, Kitchen Items, Purses, Small Appli-
ances, Candles, Toys, Games, Jewelry, Tablecloths, CD’s, 
DVD’s, Bakeware, Phones, Vintage items, etc. 
 
DO NOT donate the following: Plastics, VHS tapes, Glasses, 
Cups, Televisions, Bedding, Computers, Monitors, Key-
boards, Books, Clothing, Large Furniture, Stuffed Animal Toys, Large Christmas Trees. 
 
ONLY ONE DROP-OFF DATE on Saturday, April 29th from 9 a.m. to noon at the Russell Build-
ing. No items will be accepted before or after this date. Do not leave articles at the door or in 
the parking lot.  Call the parish office 570-622-5470  ext. 3 for more information. 

St. John’s Catholic Women’s Union 
Women of all ages are invited to join the Catholic Women’s Union.  Learn 
how you can become involved with the Catholic Women’s Union by joining 
us on Wednesday, April 19th at 7 p.m. in Longinus Hall.  A “Spring  Auction” 
will be featured. Meet the members and learn how you can be part of this 
unique organization. We share ideas and light refreshments are served. We 
work to raise money for our parish and have fun doing it. We also share in 
fellowship by sharing in a Spring and Fall Auction, Christmas Party, and the 

Covered Dish Party. Your ideas, friendship and membership are welcomed.  Join us! 
Please Note:  2023 Dues are now due! 
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Pastor ....................................................... Rev. Kevin J. Bobbin 
Deacon ......................................................Lawrence Lonergan 
 
Parish Council President.............................. Kevin McNamara 
Choir Director/Organist ..................................... David Derbes 
CCD Coordinator ................................................ Lucilla Kochol 
Rectory ............................................................ (570) 622-5470 
Rectory Fax ..................................................... (570) 622-4589 
E-mail ................................................ stjbparish@comcast.net 
Nativity BVM High School .............................. (570) 622-8110 
Assumption BVM Elementary ........................ (570) 622-0106 
St. Joseph Center ............................................ (570) 622-4638 
 
Cemetery Information .................................... (570) 622-5470 
 
C.C.D. 
All children preparing to receive any sacrament must be in a 
Religious Education Program for two consecutive years 
immediately prior to receiving a Sacrament. The child must 
also be a practicing Catholic. 
 
Certificates of Eligibility 
Certificates to act as sponsors, Godparents, etc. will only be 
issued to parishioners who are formally registered with the 
church and attend Mass on a regular basis. 
 
Bulletin Deadline 
Monday prior to publication 
 

New Parishioners 
Please call the rectory for an appointment to register. 
 
Sick Calls 
Please notify the parish office. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturdays ..................................................... 4:15 to 4:45 p.m.. 
Sundays.................... 7:45 to 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 to 10:15 a.m.. 
or by appointment 
 
Sacrament of Marriage 
Please call the Rectory one year in advance. 
 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated on Sundays at 11:30 a.m. 
Baptismal Preparation for Parents must precede the Baptism.  
Please contact Father Bobbin for an appointment. 
 
Diocesan Victim Assistance Coordinator 
Wendy S. Krisak, M.A., N.C.C.,L.P.C. ................ (800) 791-9209 
 
Diocesan Secretary for Youth Protection  
& Catholic Human Services 
Pamela J. Russo, M.S.W., M.S. 
Secretary, Youth Protection and Catholic Human Services 
P.O. Box F, Allentown, PA 18105-1538 
610-871-5200 ext. 2204 
prusso@allentowndiocese.org  


